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Glen Oaks Manor is a well-oiled machine with a dynamic resident component as evidenced by 
reading our monthly Board of Director 2022 Meeting minutes, my 
official presidentgom@gmail.com site as well as my 2022 paper monthly planner. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not single out our elected Board of Directors namely Vice President Judy 
Johnston, Secretary Kate Higgins, Treasurer Nancy Dillard, Architecture Committee Chair Lon 
Ladwig, Landscape Committee Chair Jan Pearce, and Maintenance Committee Chair Rick Randall. 
I have a new appreciation for the role of volunteers as the above named handled numerous requests 
and responsibilities. Kudos to them. 
 
Here is a mind-boggling list of what they dealt with! Common Areas, Trees, Invoice Approvals, 
Trees, Power Washing, Trees, Weir, Trees, Irrigation, Trees, Broken Pipes, Trees, Gate, Painting, 
Hedges, Fences, Power Washing, Compliance Issues, Shutters, Water Pressure, Open Garages, 
Brown Grass, Weeds, and Trees! 
 
Hurricane Ian wreaked havoc on our community but with your patience and cooperation GOM 
rebounded. It was brought to my attention that our residents should be applauded for their 
Herculean efforts to restore our common areas. I did not expect anything less. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for being good Stewards and better neighbors. 
 
Thank you for following our Rules and Regulations even though you sometimes scratch your head 
as Common Area makes no sense and what does Under the Window imply. It isn’t easy to live in a 
197-villa community and, even though you own your own home, frustrations arise as you must 
have roof tiles approved. There is a form for everything! 
 
Thank you for those of you who pick up the mantle by attending board meetings and closely 
following GOM undertakings. You keep us on our toes and for this I am grateful. Transparency is 
the backbone of every successful community. 
 
Thank you to our volunteer committee members and those who quietly act as Pied Pipers. You 
surprise me. 
 
I am thrilled to serve on Sarasota County’s Park Board and, with a seat at the table, closely follow 
the exciting plans for the 17th Street Parks and the integration of our area into the Legacy Trail. 
Bobby Jones is progressing and should open in Spring 2023. GOM is indeed an integral component 
of the Urban Park System. 

 

Continued next page 
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I am very excited by the prospect of a GOM MASTER PLAN. You will hear a lot about it in the coming 
months and even though there is a steering committee please know that you, the residents, will steer 
the future direction of that plan. I have a new appreciation for the efforts of all of the past Board of 
Directors and how over the forty-year history of GOM our community has thrived. 
 
However, we must look to the future and plan accordingly but not forget those past 
accomplishments. In other words, we have a well-baked cake but need to change the texture of the 
icing and add the cherry to the top. 
  
I continue to appreciate the efforts of Casey Management Company and our vendors. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the passing of Dick Lowe. Dick represented the best of 
who we are and always picked up the mantle and led by example. 
 
I wish all of you a New Year filled with joy, health, and community. 
 

Thank you, 

Elsie Souza 
President & Board Member 
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Glen Oaks Manor 
Board of Directors 

2023 
  

President 
Elsie Souza 

Villa 192, 3916 
941-894-8954 

presidentgom@gmail.com 

  
Vice President 
Judy Johnston 

    Villa 112, 3642 
   412-913-0880  

    judyjohnst@gmail.com   
  

Secretary 
Kate Higgins 
Villa 51, 3707 
718-440-7950 

secretarygom7@gmail.com 

  
Treasurer 

Nancy Dillard 
Villa 154, 3834 
941-302-3834 

treasurergom@gmail.com  
 

Architecture Committee Chair 
Lon Ladwig 

Villa 159, 3911 
941-350-3544 

lonladwig@gmail.com   
 

Landscape Committee Chair 
Jan Pearce 

Villa 45, 3902 
941-870-4828 

jan@jmpfl.com  
 

Maintenance Committee Chair 
Rick Randall 

Villa 82, 3734 
973-900-0529 

randallguion@gmail.com    
 

Casey Condominium Management 
4370 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite 102 

Sarasota, FL 34231 
Phone: 941-922-3391 

Bridget Spence 
BSpence@caseymanagement.com  
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STREET  ADDRESS   NAME     TELEPHONE # 
VILLAS       EMAIL     VILLA #  

1N   3802-3810   Ken Abraham    630-479-5007 
165-169       fiveabes@comcast.net   167   
2N   3831-3842   Jerelynn Frankford   828-200-7005 
147-158       gigifrankford1961@gmail.com   157   
3N   3823-3830   Carol Hart    941-284-8119 
170-177       hrthrt@verizon.net   171   
4N   3900-3911   Janice Appel    941-228-7848 
41-46, 159-164      janiceappel@gmail.com   163   
5N   3843-3850   Mike Tippery    941-685-3722 c 
178-185       mtippery@verizon.net   941-379-9472 h 
            32   
6N   3921-3932   Mike Tippery    941-685-3722 c 
29-40       mtippery@verizon.net   941-379-9472 h 
            32   
7N   3912-3919   Donato Gradone    908-377-2872 
186-193       donatogradone00@gmail.com  190   
8N & 13N  3967-3971   *** WE NEED YOU *** 
1-3, 16-18   3961-3965           
9N   3933-3940   Lee StJohn    941-822-0734 h 
       leestjohn@icloud.com   941-916-2644 c 
12-15, 194-197           34   
11N   3951-3958   Ray Stockwell    941-955-8026 
4-11       rfsplymi@aol.com   10   
1W   3601-3621   Mary Lou Fanelli    941-366-8977 
47-50, 101-106  3700-3706   matthew723@aol.com   103   
2W   3622-3646   Beverly Heinemeyer   941-928-7739 c 
107-119       tebehein@comcast.net   941-952-0806 h 
            115   
3W   3687-3691   Tony Souza    941-928-1040 c  

 120-133   3650-3678   tgsouza47@gmail.com      
1S   3707-3718   Enid Romanek    240-354-5516 c 
51-60       enidromanek@enidromanek.com  53   
2S   3719-3729   Susan Stavros    941-400-8556 
61-70       susanstavros@yahoo.com   81   
3S   3731-3743   Susan Stavros    941-400-8556 
71-83       susanstavros@yahoo.com   81   
4S   3745-3757   Susan Stavros    941-400-8556  
84-96       susanstavros@yahoo.com   81   
Glen Oaks Manor Dr 3941-3950   Phyllis Woodroof   941-350-0951 
19-28       phylliswoodroof@verizon.net  25   
Glen Oaks Manor Dr 3759-3765   Carlos Gonzalez     941-307-0503  
97-100       carlosandresgdc@gmail.com  99   
Glen Oaks Manor Dr 3680-3696   Randy Orde    941-879-6658 
134-140       rorde@comcast.net   145   
Glen Oaks Manor Dr 3812-3822   Randy Orde    941-879-6658 
141-146       rorde@comcast.net   145   
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An Overview of the Master Plan Process in Glen Oaks Manor 

   In 1984-85 the first residents moved into what was described as a unique development; each villa used 
the latest design features the architect studied in Italy. An atrium which brought light to the interior of the villa; 
a slanted roof that assured that the heavy rains would successfully run off; and a private courtyard in which 
many owners installed a pool they could enjoy in total privacy; in other words, these villas were all a person 
could desire at the time. 

Forty years have passed since folks moved in to our “piece of paradise.” For the most part the villas 

remain as they were built owing to the restrictions imposed by our documents.  And while many residents have 
renovated their interiors, the exterior remains the same as does the landscaping which is aging and outgrowing 
its beauty and usefulness. Although Glen Oaks Manor has been described as an urban forest, it is also a place 
that could benefit from new landscape designs and a look by an architect with an eye toward the future.  In 
other words: wood rots, metal rusts, and infrastructure falls apart. These issues need to be addressed. 

In the face of these concerns, Elsie Souza, the Homeowners Association President, proposed to the HOA 
that the community engage in a master planning effort to identify what can be done to skillfully and frugally 
redesign our community so that it reflects the best of landscape and architectural design. This would be done 

within the context of a 5/10-year master plan. 

The board agreed to support this effort and Judy Johnston and Tony Souza were appointed co-chairs of 
the Master Plan Steering Committee (MPSC). They invited three other residents to join the steering committee: 
Cathy Gibbons, Carlos Gonzalez, and Toni Greif. In addition, Nancy Dillard the GOM treasurer advises on the 
committee. This committee has met three times and has crafted a plan to capture the thinking of the GOM 
residents. The committee believes that this planning cannot go forward unless informed by what homeowners 
think about the Manor, what they would like to see occur in the next five/ten years, and what they would 
support.  

As of now the MPSC is developing plans to invite all homeowners to a meeting in February during which 
they will gather in facilitated groups to talk about what they would like to see in/for the Manor in five/ten years. 
The meeting is tentatively scheduled for the Sunday, February 19, 2023, from 3:00 – 5:00 pm. (The Annual 
Meeting is held the first Saturday of February.) At the planning meeting residents will be divided into small 
rotating groups so they interact with each other around significant topics relevant to GOM, i.e., landscaping 
around the lake, irrigation system, etc. Information generated by these discussion groups will be collected 
from the various groups and shared with consultants (e.g., landscape designers, architects) who will use the 

information to develop a proposal to be shared with the steering committee. The steering committee will then 
be responsible for selecting the proposal that most closely captures the vision the community articulated.  

Subsequent information related to this effort will be forthcoming. 

 

 

Continued next page 
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Master Plan Steering Committee Members 

 

Cathy Gibbons 

Cathy Gibbons holds a master’s degree in Secondary and Higher Education from Michigan State University 
and currently works remotely for Columbia University in New York. During her 20-year residency in New 
York, Cathy served on the board of her 90-unit 1930's Coop building for fifteen years, five of which she served 
as president. During that time, she led the board through legal issues, negotiation of mortgages, and upgrading 
internal and external areas of the building and landscape. Cathy has designed and taught management 
programs in the United Nations, directed a nation-wide education program for nonprofit directors, designed 

and directed an innovative educational program at the New School in New York and most recently has 
managed professional development programs at Columbia. 

 

Carlos Andres Gonzalez 

Retired urban planner and economic development consultant; worked in New York City, Los Angeles, 
Santiago, Chile; South Florida, and most recently in Sarasota County.  Graduated with M.A. in Urban Planning 
and Architecture from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). 

 

Toni Greif 

Dr. Greif earned her PhD from The Fielding Graduate University in Human and Organizational Systems and 
holds a master’s in Strategic Planning from University of Connecticut. Toni worked in the private sector as 
CEO and founder of a privately held residential mortgage company in Greenwich, Connecticut. In addition, 
she was involved as President, Managing Member, and co-creator of a strategic alliance with Parallel 
Commercial Capital, a Wall Street commercial conduit that securitized commercial mortgages. Dr. Greif 
consults in the areas of research; leadership; strategic analysis; education; organizational development; and 

has served on numerous non-profit boards of directors. 

 

Judy Johnston, Co-Chair 

Dr. Johnston has led major planning efforts in the Pittsburgh Public Schools, New York City, Providence, Fort 
Worth, Austin, San Diego, and other smaller public-school districts. She also served as a high school principal 
at a Blue-Ribbon Secondary School designated as such by the United States Department of Education. She 
holds a masters from Hunter College, a Doctor of Arts in English from Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh 
and 60 post-doctoral credits from the University of Pittsburgh in supervision and leadership development. 

She has spoken at numerous national conferences and consulted with universities, the Ford Foundation, and 
various other national organizations. A longer resume is available upon request. 

 

 

Continued next page 
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Tony Souza, Co-Chair 

Graduate of Wentworth Institute of Technology; Roger Williams University; Harvard Business School - 
Strategic Perspectives in Non-Profit Management, AIA trained Charette Leader. Executive Director Office of 
Housing and Neighborhood Development overseeing the rehabilitation of over 1000 buildings and Director of 
the Economic Development Corporation for the City of New Bedford, MA. Executive Director non-profit 
WHALE, Inc. working with City, State and US Congress to successfully create the New Bedford Whaling 
National Park. Former President Downtown Partnership of Sarasota leading two successful planning 
Charettes. President of Chelston Partners managing the Rehab of Historic buildings with Federal Tax Credits. 

Member City of Sarasota Historic Preservation Board and Chairperson of the Sarasota County Historic 
Preservation Board. 

 

Thank you, 

Judy Johnston 
Vice President & Board Member 
 

Monthly meetings take place every 4th Monday of the 
month.  We have moved the time to 5:00pm to help 
working members be able to attend the meetings. 

Meetings are still being held at the Faith 
Presbyterian Church, located at the northwest 

corner of Beneva Road and 12th Street. 

We hope to see you there! 
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  The Glen Oaks Manor Homeowners Association is in good financial shape, though not as good 

as before Hurricane Ian.  As of 31 October 2022, we have $83,878.03 in the operating bank 

accounts (previously $122,945.54 on 30 September) and $482,680.19 in the reserve bank 

accounts (previously $510,239.14 on 30 September). 

 

While we were very fortunate that Hurricane Ian didn’t do more extensive damage, we did 

lose 12 trees and are trying to save a few that only time will tell the outcome.  We also had lots 

of large limbs and branches that blocked some streets and littered the grounds.  The tree and 

hanging branch removal and debris cleanup from the grounds was done quickly and 

efficiently at a cost of $60,466.50, roughly split evenly between Terry’s Tree Service and 

TruScapes. Another $3935.34 was required to replace perimeter fence panels and straighten 

fence columns and to repair and adjust streetlights.  The total cost was $64,401.84 with the 

Reserve being debited $28,800 and the remainder debited to operations. 

 

Our last such expenditure came after Hurricane Irma in 2017.  That hurricane cost us $26,646 

in tree/debris cleanup out of the operations budget and $118,325 out of the reserve budget to 

replace all the fence panels for a total cost of $144,971. 

 

Bottom line:  Had we not had the operating and reserve equity rebuilt since Hurricane Irma, 

Hurricane Ian would have cost each homeowner $326.90.  We now must begin to replenish 

that equity, so we are prepared for the next hurricane or other emergency expenditure. 

 

We are in the midst of budget planning and the 2023-24 draft budget will be distributed to all 

owners as part of your annual meeting package. 

 

 

Thank you, 

Nancy Dillard 
Treasurer & Board Member 
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Here in Glen Oaks Manor, we have a group of volunteers known as Street 
Captains, who have taken on the task of visiting new residents and 

providing them with a welcome packet.  The names of the Street 
Captains and their assigned villas are in the directory and on page 3 of 

this newsletter. 

If you have recently moved in and have not been contacted by your 
Street Captain or received a welcome packet, let Judy Johnston (412-

913-0880, Villa 112) know so she can facilitate this process. 

Glen Oaks Manor Residents, put Art Walk on your 2023 calendar. 

Your talented neighbors will be showing and or selling their creations 

in their own homes on February 11.  Look for further information about 

time etc. closer to the event.  Other creative souls who have not 

indicated an interest in being part of the fun event and are interested 

in doing so contact Enid Romanek at 240 354 5516. 
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A Note from Management – 
2023 is here.  2022 was another busy year.  Our company celebrated the 20th 
anniversary in November.  We are looking forward to many more years 
working with the Board of Directors and Residents of Glen Oaks Manor.  

 

Some general reminders:   

December holiday decorations must be removed by January 20th. All other 
seasonal decorations must be removed within 7 days following the holiday. 

 
The nights are very dark until we get to spring forward time.  Please make sure that your outside 
lights are working and on to help provide additional light for our residents.  Make sure you lock 
your doors and vehicles.  The “crime of convenience” is something that we see more when the sun 
sets earlier.  

 

Wishing you all a Happy New Year.  We hope that this year dawns with hope and happiness.    

 
Bridget Spence 
bspence@caseymanagement.com 
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What does it mean to be neighborly? 
 
Robert Frost may have said “Good fences make good neighbors” but, after living in the GOM 
community for almost three years, I’m going to have to politely disagree with the famous poet. As a 
community of attached villas, we live in close proximity, and our fences are almost purely 
ornamental.  
 
When I lived in Brooklyn, NY, you could not avoid your neighbors. Living in a freestanding home 
was almost unheard of. Most of us had people on either side, above us and below us. We heard, saw, 
and smelled every aspect of our neighbor’s lives. It was inescapable. When I first started to get a bee 
in my bonnet about home ownership, my goal was NO SHARED WALLS. I thought that was the 
definition of “success”.  
 
But, when I saw the villa that I ultimately purchased in 2020, I fell in love with it. It was the private 
courtyard and pool that sold me. I tossed out my previous goal of no touching walls. I had to have a 
GOM villa!  
 
What I have found in the attached style that we live in, is that it builds community. Our neighbors to 
the left are kind. We’ve helped them, and they’ve helped us. During the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, 
myself and several neighbors cleared debris up and down the block--and this happened on every 
street! Everywhere I looked, people were helping people.  
 
A few days after the Hurricane, our 20-year-old cat, Matilda, went rapidly downhill. We had not 
established ourselves with a vet in Sarasota and we knew she needed to be euthanized. I 
remembered a kind neighbor who I had spoken to multiple times had mentioned to me in passing 
that he was a vet. I looked him up in the directory and called. He was gracious and kind and pointed 
me towards finding an in-home service so that Matilda could pass peacefully here in our home. I am 
so grateful.  
 
A few days later, a thoughtful sympathy card was left on my doorstep from a different neighbor, 
who had heard that we had to put Matilda to sleep.  
 
These are the things that make a house, a home. These are the things that make your neighborhood, 
your community.  
 
As we head into the Holiday season and close out 2022, I want to thank the community of GOM.  For 
your friendliness, your openness, your helpfulness, and kindness.  
 
 
 
Thank you, 

Kate Higgins 
Secretary & Board Member 
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ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
It is the holiday season! 

It has been quite a year with our hurricane damage. The fencing has been repaired, foliage and 

debris cleaned up, and roof repairs ongoing.  

The rear gate entrance is now working, via a new mother computer board. Future rewiring and 

updating software will be addressed as well as potential replacement gates next year. The current 

issues with the Jansen replacement shutters is ongoing. This in addition to the hurricane windows 
will be resolved soon. A new master plan is being considered, and many have contributed ideas for 

our future.  

It has been a great year and our community continues to improve.  

The Architectural Standards can be reviewed in your Glen Oaks Manor documents on our website: 
www.glenoaksmanor.com.  
      
Thank you, 
 
Lon Ladwig 
Architecture Chair and Board Member 
 

 
The Maintenance Committee will continue to monitor infrastructure and keep everything 
in good repair.   
 
We have approved plans to add ADA-approved ramps for 2 of the 3 gazebos to allow 
everyone access.  We hope you will take advantage of this improvement and use them for 
relaxing or socializing. 
 
Happy New Year from the Maintenance Committee. 
 
Thank you, 

Rick Randall 
Maintenance Committee Chair & Board Member 
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The Landscape Committee completed two big projects to close out the old year and begin the new one. 
 

 Refreshing the front plantings of our recently repainted villas. 
 Redrafting the HOA landscape standards for presentation to the board and to the homeowners. 

 

The Refurbishment Project 

 

The coordinated painting/landscape refresh was reinstated this year, after being suspended previously for 

financial reasons.  New plants replaced dead or missing ones in front of several villas at the end of 

November.  Individual irrigation connections were inspected and corrected at the same time, and the new 

perennials are beginning to strut their stuff. 

 

Donato Gradone captained the project, and every committee member joined in to carry it out. 

 

In addition, the work cost significantly less than had been budgeted.  A real win-win both financially and 

aesthetically for Glen Oaks Manor. 

 

Revision of Landscape Standards 

 

Our attorney recently advised Glen Oaks Manor that its landscape standards were too vague; he 

recommended rewriting them to provide more specificity and clarity.  That task fell to the landscape 

committee, which received the assignment in mid-November with a requirement to provide the new text two 

days ahead of the December 5 board meeting.  (Our rules require that the revisions be vetted by the board, 

our attorney, and then the homeowners at the February annual meeting.) 

 

A subcommittee made up of Linda Cordisco, David Wright and Jan Pearce, landscape chairman, met in a 

series of meetings with the goal of clarifying and simplifying the measures needed to protect and maintain 

our landscape. 

 

The result, after many hours of intensive negotiation and five redrafts, was delivered on schedule to the 

board.  At the time of this writing, its fate is unknown. 

 

Tune in to the 2nd quarter newsletter to learn more. 

 

 
Thank you, 
 
Jan Pearce 
Landscape Chair & Board Member 
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Office Ergonomics: Staying Healthy at Your Workplace 
 
If you sit behind a desk for hours at a time, you're not doomed to a career of neck and back pain or sore wrists and 
fingers. Proper office ergonomics, including correct chair height, adequate equipment spacing, and good desk posture, 
can help you and your joints stay comfortable. Are you ready to give your workspace a makeover? 

 
Chair and Desk: Your knees should be bent at a comfortable angle and greater than 
90º flexion. If this places an uncomfortable strain on the leg muscles, or if the feet do 
not reach the floor, use a footrest. The footrest height must allow your knees to be 
bent at 90º; the height of the footrest may need to be adjustable. Adjust the backrest 
so that it supports the lower back when you are sitting upright. If the work surface is 
going to be used for writing on paper and computer use, the flat surface should be 
between 28 to 30 inches above the floor. Choose a system that is height adjustable; that 
allows you to tilt the keyboard down away from you slightly for better wrist posture. 

Monitors, Light & Glare: Place the monitor directly in front of you, about an arm's 
length away. The top of the screen should be at or slightly below eye level directly 
behind your keyboard. If you wear bifocals, lower the monitor an additional 1 to 2 
inches for more comfortable viewing. It is important to detect the presence of glare and 

reflection. Place the monitor to the side of the light source/s, not directly underneath. If the lighting is fluorescent strip 
lighting, the sides of the desks should be parallel with the lights. Try not to put the screen near a window. If it is 
unavoidable, ensure that neither the screen nor the operator faces the window. Turn the screen brightness down to a 
comfortable level. To determine whether there is glare from overhead lights, sit down and hold an object, such as a book, 
above the eyes at eyebrow level and check whether the screen image becomes clearer in the absence of overhead glare. 
To detect whether there are reflections from the desk surface, hold the book above the surface and assess the change in 
reflected glare from the screen. You can eliminate or reduce the influence of these reflections in several ways: Tilt the 
screen (top part forwards) so that the reflections are directed below eye level. Purchase an LCD screen. Cover the screen 
with a light diffusing surface or anti-glare screen. A negative contrast screen (dark characters on light background) will 
reduce the influence of these reflections. Look away into the distance to rest the eyes for a short while every 10 minutes 
or so. Change the text and background colors. It is recommended to use black characters on white or yellow background, 
or yellow on black, white on black, white on blue, and green on white. Avoid both red on green and yellow on white. 

Document holder: Place the document holder close to the monitor screen in the position that causes the least twisting 
or inclination of the head. 

Mouse: Place your mouse within easy reach and on the same surface as your keyboard. While typing or using your 
mouse, keep your wrists straight, your elbows bent at 90º, forearms parallel with the floor, your upper arms close to 
your body, and your hands at or slightly below the level of your elbows.  

Posture: Good posture is essential for all computer users. You should adopt a natural and relaxed position, providing 
opportunity for movement, from which you can assume a few alternative positions. The maintenance of a fixed posture 
for long periods is tiring and increases the likelihood of muscular aches and pains. In addition, long periods of repetitive 
movement and sustained visual attention can also give rise to fatigue-related complaints. Take regular postural/stretching 
breaks to reduce intense periods of repetitive movement. 
 
SOURCES :  
ALAN HEDGE, ERGONOMIC GUIDELINES FOR COMPUTER WORKSTATIONS - 10 STEPS FOR USERS, 
SPINEUNIVERSE, SEP 17, 2019. 
https://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/adult-health/in-depth/office-ergonomics/art-20046169 

 

Steve Horowitz, Ph.D. 

Unit 64 
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by Edie Kaplan, B.S. Alternative Medicine, Villa 104 

Happy New Year to All! 
If you have been reading my articles, you know I usually write about ways to improve our health and 

wellness with diet, lifestyle, and attitude. However, there is another aspect of health and wellness I have not 

previously touched on… a safe and secure environment.  
December 3, 2022, marked the 32nd anniversary of the closing on my villa. In these 32 years, I have 

seen major changes in our neighborhood… not the least of which is the traffic. Sarasota is growing at a 
startling pace, and this has brought much more traffic to our little corner of Paradise. We have people here 
now who have brought their driving habits, some good, and some not-so-good, along with them. It is 
becoming increasingly evident that if something is not done soon to make our entrances/exits safer, there 
will be dire consequences. 

It is intuitively obvious to the most casual observer that the size and breadth of the Beneva entrance is 
woefully inadequate for the volume of traffic entering and exiting. This is being compounded by drivers who 
disregard the signs to limit each exit lane to one vehicle. On numerous occasions I have witnessed drivers 
moving up, to wait to exit, behind a car already in the left/straight exit lane. This results in the blocking of the 
incoming traffic lane… a recipe for disaster, especially considering the speeding on Beneva! I have also 
witnessed cars using the two exit lanes with no regard whatsoever for the lane markers… another recipe for 
disaster. 

In addition, I recently was returning home via 12th Street and noticed that when I had a green light at 

Beneva, there was no green left-turn arrow. Therefore, any number of vehicles can either turn left, right, or 
straight into Glen Oaks Manor. If there had been one or more vehicles waiting to exit Glen Oaks Manor, the 
resulting congestion could create… yes… another recipe for disaster! 

You may wonder at this point, “What is the solution?”  
I recently learned that the Prudence Road exit was originally designed by the developer to be our 

main entrance and exit. We have had issues with the gates but there are solutions. If you look at the map of 
our community, you will see that just six villas, numbers 1, 2, and 3 on the north and 16, 17 and 18 on the south, 

feed into the Prudence exit. You will also see that Glen Oaks Manor Drive is a straightaway between the 
Prudence entrance/exit to and from Court 3 North with just one lane in each direction, as well as Stop signs 
at, and opposite, Court 11 north… allowing for perfect visibility.  For incoming traffic, there is plenty of room 
for all types of vehicles to make the turn from Prudence into Glen Oaks Manor. 

Once exited onto Prudence Road, there is a comfortable stretch of roadway leading to the 17th Street 
intersection, with an elongated planting bed dividing the incoming and outgoing lanes. The traffic lights at 
Prudence and 17th Street seem to always be in good working order. 

It is my understanding that all subdivisions must have separate entrances and exits. Therefore, I 

strongly suggest that we convert the Beneva Road death trap into an exit-only passageway, with just two 
lanes separated from each other by a raised bed… before we have fatalities! 

If you agree with the arguments presented above, please call or write your Board of Directors and/or 
your Management Company soon. 
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Sec. 8-32. - Removal of dog excrement. 

It shall be unlawful for any person who owns 
a dog, or for any person who has charge, 
custody, or control of a dog, to fail to remove 
feces excreted by the dog on public or private 
property, other than property of its owner. 
Such person shall carry with them plastic 
bags or other containers for removing and 
disposing of the feces in a lawful and sanitary 
manner. 

(Ord. No. 17-5209, § 2, 7-17-17) 

https://library.municode.com/fl/sarasota/codes/co
de_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIITHCO_CH8AN  

PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOURSELF.  CIGARETTE 
BUTTS ARE ALSO LITTER, DON’T DO IT! 

Cigarette butts are the world's largest 
environmental litter problem, clogging our 

stormwater drains and polluting our beaches 
and bays. Most come from drivers disposing of 

their butts on the road. In Sarasota County, 
cigarette butts are the single largest source of 

litter. 

Using portable ashtrays keeps our roadways, 
beaches and waterways clean for current and 
future generations.  Request one from the link 

below. 

https://sarasotacountygovernment.formstack.com/for
ms/portable_pocket_ashtray_request  

 

PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG.  THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PET 

WASTE STATIONS AROUND THE LAKE.  PLEASE USE THEM.   

IT IS ACTUALLY A CRIME NOT TO PICK UP AFTER YOUR PET: 
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The association does not endorse the advertisers that are listed in this publication. 

We encourage owners to do their own due diligence when selecting a vendor or service provider. 

  

Please make a note…. 
If you observe leaking, 

spouting or any other 

irrigation malfunctions, 
please call Bridget 

Spence at (941) 922-3391 

If you are interested in 
advertising in our 

quarterly newsletter, 
please contact  

Tricia Burchett at  
(509) 342-9171 or 

triciaburchett@gmail.com  
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  Service Dogs 
By Jeff Ahrens – Villa 183 

 
Have you ever seen a service dog and it was so cute that you just wanted to say “hi” and pet it? 
 
Well, don’t!   Because you risk damaging all the work that has gone into that dog.  
 
Service dogs must maintain their focus to be effective.    When you interject yourself into the 
situation, you start chipping away at the 2+ years of training (and $25k - $30k) that went into that 
dog.   If the dog thinks that it is free to approach strangers, you’ve destroyed the dog’s utility.   
 
Although never your intention, you are responsible for undoing many hours of training.   You have 
also put the handler in danger.   Most disabled handlers do not have the ability to deal with a 
recalcitrant dog.    
 
When you approach a working pair, completely ignore the dog.  This “do no harm” rule becomes 
more important as you climb the intelligence ladder.   A seeing eye dog is the diamond of these 
working dogs.  Don’t ever address the dog or even ask if you can pet it.  To do so endangers the life of 
the handler.  The dog must be free to do the job he is trained to do.   These dogs must make life-saving 
decisions on a regular basis.  
 
Moving down the line, a properly trained service dog must be able to go into places full of people 
and not react to or bother these strangers.   If you encourage a service animal to interact with you, 
you are destroying its utility.  
 
Below a service dog, is an emotional support dog.  These dogs, while they help their person a great 
deal, often do not have the kind of rigorous training required in service or seeing eye dogs.  
 
There are also dogs specialized for specific problems.   Dogs can smell seizures before they happen, 
keep autistic children under control, and keep soldiers with PTSD calm.  
 
None of these things are possible if these dogs cannot ignore the people around them.  For all of you 
dog lovers, don’t forget that your misbehaved dog barking away and taking an aggressive posture 
presents the same issues as you do when walking up to a service dog.  One rogue dog attack can end a 
service dog’s career in 60 seconds.  
 
*Exception.  If you see a service dog without its handler.   Then get help. 
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  GOM Scarecrows 
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  GOM Holiday Decorations 
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If you are interested in having your pet shown in our newsletter,  

please email Tricia Burchett at triciaburchett@gmail.com and include a photo and a brief description.  
All entries will be published!  Tell your neighbors and friends!  There are many wonderful pets in the 

neighborhood that we would love to showcase! 

 
Trixie is a 14-year-old black and tan American Cocker 

Spaniel.  Although being 14, most of her tan markings are 

now white. 

She was named after a character in the movie, 
Golddiggers of 1933. 

I bought Trixie from a famous Boston TV news anchor, 
Randy Price.  He and his husband bred cocker spaniels 

from their home in Maine. 

She has a sweet disposition and loves all other dogs and 
people. 

-Michael Score  – Villa 125 

 
Sable and Happy are both retired racing greyhounds. Happy is a red 
brindle, 7 years old, and raced 154 times, winning more than half of 

them. Sable is black with white socks and belly, 8 years old, and raced 

174 times, winning over 50. They were adopted 3 years ago. They both 
have different body features, fur, and personalities. Sable had her front 
leg amputated last January because of cancer. She runs faster on 3 legs!! 

They are super affectionate and love people. They came from a Rescue in 
Myakka City, which has since closed.  

They were trained to chase white plastic bags at up to 42MPH. They 
behave well around the myriad of little, ill-behaved white dogs we have 

here, but they don't appreciate having them thrust at them, which has 

happened. They are ALWAYS leashed for their safety, as all dogs should 
be, with real leashes and not the dangerous retractable leashes.  

Happy and Sable are just the best dog children! 

-Marc Erwin and David Wright – Villa 134 
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By Dale Moore – Villa 64
 

There’s a monster lives down in our basement. 

I go down the basement steps carefully so, hopefully, I don’t wake it. It sits right there at the bottom of the 
stairs.  IT’S BIG! AND UGLY! AND DIRTY!  Its silver arms snake out all across the ceiling of the basement and up 
through the walls, even up by my bedroom upstairs. It never makes any noise, except maybe once in a while to creak 
or crack. But Daddy reminds me that if it ever got out of control it could burn the house down and kill us all.  I’ve 
learned too that if I touch him or poke him, he can burn me.  But Daddy also says there is nothing to be afraid of if we 
just remember to treat it with respect. 

Treating it with respect means feeding it several times a day. So sometimes, I step up to being a big man and set aside 
my fears and get to it. He loves coal. In fact, that’s all he eats.  Well, most of the time.  Sometimes some paper and 
trash but usually just coal. So, I say, “Ok, Mr. Furnace, I’m gonna feed you now but don’t you hurt me.” Then in return 
for being fed he keeps us warm all day.  

We keep his food in the “coal bin” which is really not a bin at all but a room under the front porch.  The door is right 
opposite his mouth. Every so often during the winter, Dad has to call Hirzel’s Coal Yard to ask them to deliver several 
tons of coal. The next day the big old dump truck full of black coal lumbers up at the curb and men black, I mean 
black, from all the coal dust jump out. Because we don’t have a driveway, they have to wheel all the coal across the 
yard in wheelbarrows and dump it through the basement window into the bin. It takes a couple of hours to unload 
the truck and I think the load costs Dad $15 or $20.  Mr. Furnace likes a lot of coal. 

Okay! Back to feeding him. Got the coal shovel! Carefully I open his mouth and jump back so as not to get struck by 
his tongue of flame. Looking onto his mouth reminds me of what my Sunday School teacher described Hell looking 
like (though I am not sure how she knows what hell looks like). Red, blue, yellow, orange, glowing and heat so strong 
you have to stand back. Okay, one shovel full in and to the left.  Now the next goes in and to the right. Careful or just 
the heat will singe the hair on your arms. Sometimes, when you look in you see he didn’t eat all of his last meal and it 
has kind of melted into a big glob and you have to take the poker and break it up. Sparks fly.  Flames shoot up. It 
reminds me of poking a campfire at camp. Whew! That’s done.    

Oh, here’s a picture … well kinda!  I suppose, maybe it’s more like an x-ray the doctor takes ‘cause you can see all his 
insides.   
 

 

At night, the monster demands a special feeding before we go to bed. Daddy always takes care of that night feeding, 

“stoking” he calls it. If it doesn’t get done just right, Mr. Furnace will consume the whole meal early in the night and then  
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pull his old stunt of not giving off any more heat, thinking he will get fed at three a.m.  He can be very mean.  

If he gets really low on food, just like anyone when they are not fed, the life inside of him dies and all that is left is a 
stone-cold shell. Then Dad has to go down, and using newspaper and little sticks, build a new fire in his gut, nurture it 
till it is big enough to digest little pieces of coal … then bigger … then bigger ‘til he roars back to life.  It’s never fun to 
wake up in the morning and be able to SEE your breath in your bedroom.  

The only real control we have of the beast, outside of just not feeding him, is that damper in the dining room. There, 
on the baseboard by the kitchen door, is a little round disk, the damper, about three inches in diameter, from which 
two chains descend through the floor and over to Mr. Furnace. It’s amazing that this little thing can control that big 
ugly monster, but it is very effective.  If Mr. Furnace tries to eat too fast and burn too hot, we just turn the dial, the 
chain moves, and it cuts off his oxygen. SO, THERE!     

Well, by now I suppose you know that everything that eats has to … get “emptied.”   Even Mr. Furnace! At least once 
a day you open the other end out to clean out his as … his ashes.  The ashes are shoveled into a coal hod, a kind of 
bucket. (Years from now you’ll maybe see one sitting, looking so pretty, besides someone’s fireplace holding wood 
that will never get burned in their false fireplace, or magazines, or even wastepaper.  But in my mind’s eye I’ll always 
see them filled with ashes.) That hod of ashes is then hauled up the stairs, through the kitchen, and out back and 
used to fill potholes in the alley.  Most every alley in Toledo, as well as many driveways, are well paved with ashes 
from our Mr. Furnace’s family and friends. 

 Then one day, when Mr. Furnace was growing old, and Daddy was no longer able (or willing) to keep feeding several 
times a day Dad gutted him.  Tore all his innards out and replaced them with a conversion burner that was fed by gas. 
No more shoveling coal.  No more cold mornings.  No more ashes to be lugged up and out.  That gas line was like 
inserting a feeding tube into an old man, the gas just ran through the line providing constant nourishment. And that 
damper…  well, it’s chains just hung limp.  It was replaced by a thermostat on the wall.  Now that Granddaddy 
Thermostat wasn’t as educated as the one that would come fifty years later.  It just kept an even temperature. 

Old Mr. Furnace with which I had lived was now just a shell. Then, ultimately inevitably, there came the day when a 
crew of men came to the house and plodding down to the basement set about disassembling the monster.  They 
carried our Mr. Furnace out piece by piece. When they had finished, they replaced him with a sleek beautiful new gas 
furnace. 

One more link to my childhood, to that other world in which I had been born, was gone. 


